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Girls Earn Top Honors: Girl Scout Gold Award

Ashley Combs, Gabrielle Hannasch and Liz Stransky, Apple Valley High School seniors, recently completed all requirements to earn the highest honor available to Girl Scouts – the Girl Scout Gold Award. The Girl Scout-Ambassadors of Valley Lake Troop 50686 celebrated their achievement by planning their own personalized ceremony for family & friends, which was held at Hayes Senior Center in Apple Valley, Saturday, March 6, and emceed by Lori Hannasch, Troop Advisor.   Highlights included a flag ceremony conducted by 8th grade sister girl scouts in troop 50310; and a closing song sung by the Gold Award recipients.
Earning the Gold Award requires meeting prerequisites in leadership, skill development, and career exploration, in addition to creating, planning and implementing a significant leadership project totaling at least 65 service hours.   The girls felt inspired to design their project around working with children at Community Action Council’s Lewis House, in Eagan, a shelter for families of domestic abuse.  Doreen Ulrich of Lewis House acted as the girl’s Community Advisor on the project—which consisted of organizing and hosting a teen movie & game night the first Sunday of every month, plus hosting a holiday-themed children’s party featuring crafts & goodies every third Saturday of the month, during the 2008-2009 school year.   Re-organizing, cataloguing and providing additional supplies for the Lewis House craft closet was also a focus of the project, along with holding a diaper drive and a hygiene drive to help contribute diapers, shampoo & soap for residents.  Ashley, Liz and Gabrielle feel their project will have lasting impact on the community and inspire others to get involved with programming for children at Lewis House.  “We put together a book for future Lewis House volunteers on what works and what doesn’t work” in helping children who stay there.  The importance of their project really hit home when they discovered some kids staying at Lewis House were actually fellow students.   To fund the project the girls hosted two local garage sale fundraisers and sold Girl Scout cookies.  “I still sell lots of [Girl Scout] cookies,” says Ashley, “and I always get a ton of orders from all of my friends and teachers at school.” 
Achievement of the Gold Award sets girls apart from other college-bound seniors—only 6% of all Girl Scouts get as far as earning their Gold.  Through this accomplishment girls in this elite group learn and practice valuable lifelong skills such as goal-setting, planning for action, community service, creativity, fundraising and citizenship, and have the opportunity to enter the armed services at an advanced level.  They are distinguished role models for thousands of younger girls in the community. 
For Ashley, Gabrielle & Liz, earning their Gold Award is the culmination of 13 years dedicated to Girl Scouting:  all three of the girls began as Girl Scout Daisies in Kindergarten or First Grade.  This is the third significant award the girls have earned throughout Girl Scouting; they earned their Bronze Award as Girl Scout-Juniors and their Silver Award as Cadettes.  
After graduating from AVHS in June, the girls’ future plans include:  attending Viterbo College in LaCrosse, Wisconsin, for English or Psychology (Gabrielle); attending MCTC (Minneapolis Community & Technical College), for Psychology (Ashley); and exploring the field of nursing—LPN or RN (Liz).  
