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Girl Scout Gold Award Recipients Recognized
  Valley Lake Troop 50328’s Girl Scout Ambassadors Chella Jagaraj and Gabbie Kruger, graduating Seniors at the School of Environmental Studies & Apple Valley High School, recently completed all requirements for earning the highest honor available to Girl Scouts – the Girl Scout Gold Award.   They are distinguished role models for thousands of younger girls in the community.  
Participating in Girl Scouts has taught Chella & Gabbie flexibility, independence and determination, and has helped them polish their skills of “leadership, planning & implementing  ideas, working with a wide range of people in problem-solving situations, time management, and organization.”  Gabbie also feels that her time spent in girl-scouting has taught her important skills in preparing for future jobs.
Earning the Gold Award requires meeting prerequisites in leadership, skill development, and career exploration, in addition to creating, planning and implementing a significant leadership project totaling at least 65 service hours.   The girls felt inspired to design their project working with the Community Action Council’s Lewis House, in Eagan, a shelter for families of domestic abuse. 
 “I have a love of books and also of places like women’s shelters,” says Chella.  “When we met with the volunteer coordinator and heard they needed help creating a library, it felt like a perfect match.”  Doreen Ulrich of Lewis House acted as the girl’s Community Advisor on the project.   Chella noted that Doreen was “excellent,” and “guided us through some frustrating parts, encouraging us to be creative and flexible.”

The project initially involved sorting through hundreds of books currently at the Lewis House.  Gabbie & Chella set up a much-needed library/reading area for the women and children, selecting lighting, furniture, pillows and posters with the importance of reading in mind.  Chella also personally designed journals for teens and women that could be used for positive reflection during their time spent at Lewis House.  Gabbie was in charge of coordinating their work schedule and making “really cool posters” to hang in the library area.  Working on their project helped them gain valuable skills such as keeping deadlines & working with a very small budget, in addition to getting comfortable making lots of phone calls and talking to many different people.  The project had to be revised several times because of changes being made internally at Lewis House, which also taught Gabbie & Chella perseverance.  
Creation of the library at Lewis House will have lasting impact for the shelter’s residents.  Small children, teens and adults now have a place to read, reflect and feel safe; away from the busy activity in the other parts of the shelter.  Lewis House receives many book donations throughout the year, so the new books will continue to replenish the shelves.  In addition, Chella hopes that the journals she created & donated will impact the teens and women emotionally as they think positively of the good things in their lives, and feel inspired to write down and focus on their hopes and dreams.  “Working to help others is one of the most gratifying things I’ve ever done,” says Gabbie.
Both girls began their Girl Scout experience in Kindergarten, as Girl Scout Daisies.  Chella’s mom Lynn Stone has served as the troop leader since third grade.  Earning their Gold Award is the culmination of more than 12 years dedicated to Girl Scouting.  (Gabbie plans to bridge to Adult Girl Scouts, as well).  Community service has been a main tenet of Gabbie’s & Chella’s girl scouting experience.  This is the second significant award the girls have earned through Girl Scouting:  they previously earned their Silver Award as Cadettes, working on a memorable service project that involved creating 300 school bags from donated blue jeans, and filling them with school supplies to ship to children-in-need in Sierra Leone, a country in West Africa-- in coordination with a local church.  Gabbie’s favorite community service has been working at Feed My Starving Children.  She has learned that “God put us all here for a reason,” and if we take charge and help others, “maybe someday [they’ll be inspired] to pay it forward to someone less fortunate than they may be.”  
Chella plans to attend St. Olaf College and Gabbie is headed to Gustavus Adolphus this Fall.
