Valley Lake Service Unit
May 5, 2011 Leader’s Meeting

Troop & SU Activity, Event & Field Trip Ideas
Here are the results of our leader breakout session (great work, ladies!) – dozens of great field trip/event planning ideas:
I.  At the troop level – all ages:
Children’s Museum special events:  http://www.mcm.org/
Science Museum of Minnesota:   http://www.smm.org/
Dakota County Parks GS programs – Lebanon Hills: http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/LeisureRecreation/CountyParks/default.htm
Dakota County Library programs : http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/LeisureRecreation/CountyLibraries/Contact/default.htm
Joann Etc – cake decorating, sewing and/or craft classes (AV) – specials for GS (see VLSU website, Info for Leaders page)
Moonlight family bowling @ Brunswick XL (LV) or regular bowling and/or laser tag: http://www.bowlbrunswick.com/about-us/278/1
Wabasha Cave Tours, St. Paul ($6/person) - http://www.wabashastreetcaves.com/cavetour.html
Crystal Cave, Spring Valley, WI - http://acoolcave.com/
NEW!  Fort Snelling tour:  (testimonial):  “We took our Brownies to Fort Snellling . . . and the girls LOVED it so much ..!  They have a great little scavenger hunt type program, for which the girls [can] earn a badge & pin.  . . . I HIGHLY recommend it. Cost is only $6 per girl. The time recommended to complete the program is 2 hours, but I would suggest spending at least 3-4 hours …” (Troop 53583).
Fort Snelling links:  Program info: 
http://www.historicfortsnelling.org/events-programs/scouts 

Interactive map (to learn about the history of the buildings before you go):  http://www.historicfortsnelling.org/plan-visit/what-do 

 Older-girl activities:
Venturing/Venture Crew (open to GS & BS) :  http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/Venturing.aspx
BS Base Camp (open to GS & BS): http://www.explorebasecamp.org/
REI, Bloomington – climbing wall (Pinnacle):  http://www.rei.com/stores/bloomington/pinnacle.html
Vertical Endeavors, St. Paul – rock climbing & rappelling:  http://www.verticalendeavors.com/st_paul/index.html
Camp Phillipo family camp – Cannon Falls/Lake Byllesby area (climbing tower, archery, rifle-shooting & other activities suitable for GS & BS):  http://www.northernstarbsa.org/camping/Facilities/Phillippo/default.aspx
Camp Sacajawea ropes course, Apple Valley – Dakota County parks & YMCA-facilitated:  http://www.ymcatwincities.org/day-camp-sacajawea-programs
Sewing machines at St. Paul Service Center – available for girl-use:  (ask Kris Parker, Membership Specialist)
Lilydale Park – fossil hunting/archaeological learning & fun:  http://www.stpaul.gov/index.aspx?NID=1560
II. At Service Unit level (includes activities/events that we’d like to bring back & family events):
Younger girls:

Brownie Tea or Fairy Tea 
Brownie Try-It Day and/or Journeys Day

MN Zoo GS Day: http://www.mnzoo.com/
MN Zoo IMAX theatre:  http://archive.imax.com/minnesota/
Chutes & ladders at Hyland Park, West Bloomington:   http://www.threeriversparks.org/parks/hyland-lake-park/hyland-play-area.aspx
Disney On Ice, Target Center:  http://www.findticketsfast.com/Family_Show/Disney_On_Ice_Tickets.shtml
IGM Gymnastics, Burnsville - Open Gym: 
http://igmgymnastics.rtrk.com/?scid=2132531&kw=4397898&pub_cr_id=7551109144
Older girls:
Craft Overnight at a hotel (similar to Country Inn/Woodbury-2009 SU activity, Cadettes  & older)

Snowshoeing through Dakota Cty Parks:  http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/LeisureRecreation/CountyParks/Activities/Snowshoeing.htm
City of Apple Valley Waterpark:  http://www.ci.apple-valley.mn.us/parks/Facilities/Aquatic_Center/main.html
Redwood Pool girl scout event:  http://www.ci.apple-valley.mn.us/parks/facilities/Redwood_Community_Center_and_Pool/main.html
Dakota City Heritage Village @ Farmington Fairgrounds/1900’s era:  http://www.dakotacity.org/
Red Wing – Hike up historic Barn Bluff: http://www.allminnesota.com/phototrips/redwing/phototrip1.shtml
All ages:
Skateville event, Burnsville:  http://www.rinktime.com/skating_rinks/mn/skateville_skating_rink_arena_burnsville_mn.cfm
Have a 100th GS Anniversary family celebration – invite a former GS and/or invite non-girl scouts

Have a 100th GS Anniversary service unit campout

Valleyfair BS/GS day:  http://www.valleyfair.com/public/tickets/
Host a 5K (or less) walk/run or fun run w/family members

Attend HS Plays – theatre event for SU (*ages depends on play):  
Family Bingo night – tie in with family partnership?

Coordinate w/AVHS – video production (Cliff Dodge):  www.district196.org/AVHS
Backyard “outdoor” movie night/campfire

Burnsville Performing Arts Center – scout events/plays/presentations/art exhibits, etc:  http://www.burnsvillepac.com/
Sculpture park visits:  
· Walker Art Center:  http://www.walkerart.org/
· Anderson Sculpture Park, Red Wing:  http://www.andersoncenter.org/
· Franconia Sculpture Park (near Taylor’s Falls)
Family fundraising fiesta – carnival, cake auction, silent auction (baskets)
Red Wing Shoe Museum, factory tour & largest shoe in the world:  http://leisuregrouptravel.com/red-wing-shoe-offers-factory-tours/
National Eagle Center, Wabasha, MN:  http://www.nationaleaglecenter.org/
